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ALUMNUS EXTRAORDINARY 
R rCIi ARD C I I A MI E R, AB '3 1, 
lL.B. '33, received the Alumni Association's 1967 
Distinguished Service Award June 6 al comnwnccmcnt 
exercises in Col umbia. 
To understand why he was singled oul from among 
78,000 University alumni to receive the Association's 
highest award, one must also understand that the pro-
fessional. public and private life of Dick Chamicr is a 
many-splcndorcd thing. 
As a lnwycr he is a hard-work ing, well-respected and 
successful practitioner in his own firm in Moberly, Mo" 
bu t his innucnce in his profession has been felt fa r 
beyond Central Mi ssouri through his recognition as a 
member of the American Law Institute and the Amer-
ican College of Probate Council and th rough hi s work 
:IS a National Director of the American J udieature So--
ciety and as a mcmber of the State Senate's Crimin al 
La w R evision Committee, 
As a civic se rvant of his community at large, he has 
bee n a sta te senator, president of the Moberly School 
Board, national director o[ the American Cancer S0-
ciety and a member of the board of governors of the 
American Automobile Club, He has served in count less 
other ways th at arc not pa rt of the public record. 
As a soldier, Dick is a colonel in the Army Reserve, 
This rank was e:Hned on the battlefi eld as a combat 
infantryman during 41h; years overseas in World War 
II. Among his decorations arc the Bronze Medal, the 
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Legion of Merit and the Order of the British Empire, 
He W:lS an honor graduate of the Army Comm and 
and General Staff School. 
As a pe rson he's much happier about his daughte r 
SUZltnne's election to Phi Beta Kappa than his own 
award which was recognized the same day. He's a 
gourmet chef, but he's proudest of his skill with his 
traveling popcorn poppe r. He's an enthusiastic model 
rail roader and owner of a valuable stamp collection 
which represents years of concerted effon , but the 
possession he's proudest of is his Volkswagen bus. He 
has a keen se nse of hurnoT, a rare command of color-
ful language. and consummate skill in leading a group, 
but one sitting th rough a meeting he conducts also is 
aware of his intricate, geometric doodling, He is, in a 
word. a self-effacing man. 
Despit e these effort s, though, to keep himse lf in the 
background, his record of se rvice to the Uni versity 
spe3ks for itself. He started thi s long career as a mem-
ber of the Alumni Association Board of Directors in 
1935. He might have been expected to have concl uded 
this se rvice with a term as National Alumni President 
in 1955, but he has eonlinued to work on both na tional 
and local a lumni committees. He was president of the 
Law School Alumni in 1947 and president of the Law 
School Foundation in 1960. He has most recently 
served the Un ivers ity as a whole as president of the 
Fri ends of the Libra ry in 1 966.-J EAN M ADDEN 0 
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